 Economics 348

History of International Institutions

Fall 2010
OFFICE HOURS: Office hours will be held Tuesday and Thursday from 1 to 2, and Thursday from 6:00-7:00 pm. My office phone number is 818-677-2434.  The Economics Department has moved to Juniper Hall 3125. The phone is 818-677-2462. My e-mail address is nancy.virts@csun.edu. My website is www.csun.edu/~hfeco002/.
TEXTS:  The texts for this course are: Gregory Clark A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World and Bin Wong, China Transformed. 

EXAMS: There will be one midterm worth 100 points and a final worth 200 points. Both exams will be essay exams. The final will be comprehensive. You can not pass this class without taking the final exam. It will be given only at the time printed in the schedule of classes which is December 9 from 3 pm – 5pm. Both exams are mandatory. Students will be excused from an exam only for illness verified by a physician or other emergencies of similar magnitude. To be excused from an exam the student must notify the professor as soon as possible, but no latter than the day of the exam.

Essay:  There will be one written  assignment.  It will be worth 100 points.  The essay must be typed, double-spaced with no more than one inch margins and a font size of 12pts. It should be 2500 words. Economic theory suggests that many factors, including capital investment, education, technology and institutions, including property rights,  determine the rate of  economic growth. Which of these factors are important, which are not?  Your essay should use discuss each factor and include examples from at least 3 of the 4 areas we will study in this class (Europe, Japan, China and the Middle East) to illustrate its  relative importance of each of these factors. It should also reference the appropriate sections of the assigned readings for the class as well as class lectures. While you can refer to outside sources these will not substitute for references to materials in assigned reading and lectures.Your essay should have an introductory paragraph, 4 clearly defined sections corresponding to each factor and a conclusion.  In your conclusion you should discuss which of these factors are more important and why you think so. It is not acceptable to conclude that they are all equally important. The essay is due the last day of class, unless arrangements have been made with the instructor. Late assignments will only be accepted in cases of illness verified by a doctor’s note. Essays must be turned in to during class me or left in the economics department office before class.  Do not slip assignments (or any other communication) under my office door.

GRADES: Plus and/or minus grades will be given if students scores justify such grades 

CLASS POLICY: 

Incompletes: Incompletes will be given only under the most extreme circumstances (e.g. serious illness verified by a physician) and only if the student is passing the course. In such cases the student must notify the instructor no later than the day of the final exam and complete the administrative procedures necessary before final grades are submitted. An incomplete may not be assigned when a student would have to retake a course. (See the 2004-2006 CSUN Catalog, page 56.) 

Drops: The university drop policy allows students to drop online during the first three weeks of the semester. The 4th Week Change of Schedule Petition (for use in week 4 of classes only) is available online at http://www.csun.edu/a&r/forms/pdf/petition.html. However, during the fourth week, drops are “normally not permitted.” Petitions to drop during the 4th week require that the student document a "serious and compelling reason." 

After the fourth week, the only option to drop is a Complete Medical Withdrawal (http://www.csun.edu/~shcenter/medicalwithdrawls.htm) (based on your illness or that of someone you take care of). 

Absences: Students are responsible for all material present in class. Students who miss class for any reason must make arrangements to get notes from another student. 

Academic Dishonesty: All University rules and regulations concerning academic dishonesty will be strictly enforced. University rules prohibit cheating, fabrication, facilitating the academic dishonesty of another student, and plagiarism. If you engage in any of these activities in this class, you will fail the class. A letter will be sent to the appropriate campus officials requesting disciplinary action which may include suspension and expulsion from the University.

In this class, students who submit papers that include EVEN ONE SENTENCE or phrase taken from the work of others which is not placed in quotation marks and properly cited will receive an F IN THIS CLASS (not just in the assignment, but the class) and be reported to the University. 

Course Objective: The aim of the course is to examin the development of  economic institutions and their effects on economic growth from an international prospective. The class will compare the development of institutions and their effect on economic growth in Europe,  Asia and China. 

.

COURSE OUTLINE:

COURSE OUTLINE:

I. Introduction : Theories of Economic Growth and the Malthusian Model

Clark Chapters 1-2

II. 
Before industrialization:

Overview of the state of Economic and Technological progress: Europe, China, Islamic Empire

Clark  Chapters 3-7

Wong Chapter 1

II. The evolution of institutions and growth of trade 1500-1700: How do patterns of change differ between regions?

   Clark  Chapters 8-9

                Wong chapter 2, 4-6

 III. The Industrial Revolution and Rise of the Factory system? 

 Clark  Chapters 10-14

 Wong chapter 3

IV.  Modern Period

Clark Chapters 15-17. 

Wong Chapter 7

